
'Dome Home' under construction

The Dome Home being constructed at 1005 Ariola drive should
be .completed in 2003.

Staff report

In1995, after Hurricanes Erin
and Opal severely damaged
the home of Mark and Valerie

Sigler located at 1005 Areola, on
Pensacola Beach, Mark then
began researching building tech­
niques that would alleviate such
extensive devastation

What he discovered was
something called the monolithic
structure. Withstanding 300+
mph winds, storm surges; ter­
mites, rising energy costs, fires
and even earthquakes, monolithic
domes are virtually indestruc­
tible, Mark says. Mark says he
believes a dome structure can be

a true sanctuary, a place to come
hoAmeto ...even after a hurricane.

In March 2001, Mark and
Valerie Sigler received a letter
from the Flood Mitigation
Assistance Program, offering the
opportunity to submit a grant
application for funds to alleviate
further disaster mitigation .
. Up to the challenge of jump­

ing through the governmental red
tape hoops, the Siglers decided to
apply for a solution that would
"definitively terminate further
hurricane damage."

October brought the good
l)ews.The Siglers had been
awarded a FEMA grant to build
the hurricane-proof home they so
desperately needed. In December
the Santa Rosa Island Authority
approved the conc«ptual design
for the dome.

A building team was called
and told to proceed with the plan­
ning and design phase. The
Siglers desired a home that
would embrace and comfort
those who crossed its threshold.

"Available for summer rentals,
the house ne"eds to welcome its.
vacationers and visitors with
open arms. Of course, there is the
Wow Factor but, more important-
ly, we also want a relaxing .

See DOME HOME page 9




